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Longshore Industry Labor Dispute 


Statement by the President Following the Shutdown of 
Docks at East Coast and Gulf Ports. December 20, 1968 


The docks at all east coast and gulf ports have been shut 
down tonight as a result of the failure of the International 
Longshoremen’s Association and various shipping as- 
sociations to settle their dispute. 

There is no remaining statutory authority to deal with 
this situation. The 80-day “cooling-off period” provided 
for in the Taft-Hartley Act, which I invoked on 
October 1, ended today. 

In the 21 years the Taft-Hartley Act has been in effect, 
it has been necessary to use the emergency dispute proce- 
dures of that act seven times in the longshore industry on 
our eastern coasts—which means every time, except one, 
that the collective bargaining contracts have expired. Six 
times, out of those seven, strikes have been resunied after 
the 80-day “cooling-off period’’ expired. 

East and gulf coast longshoring is the only major 
industry in which both collective bargaining and the estab- 
lished statutory emergency-dispute procedures have con- 
sistently failed to give adequate protection to the public 
interest. 

Four years ago, the longshore strike, which lasted 55 
days, resulted in almost a billion dollar drop in exports in 
January and February. The adverse effect of that strike 
on our export trade was never fully overcome. We cannot 
pay that price again, or even risk being exposed to that 
danger. It is the clear responsibility of the parties to resolve 
this matter and to do so immediately. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Bethesda Naval Medical 
Center. 


Apollo 8 


The President’s Message to Astronauts Borman, Lovell, 
and Anders on the Launching of the Flight. 
December 21, 1968 


Congratulations on the magnificent beginning of the 
Apollo 8 adventure. The visions of the past are coming 
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closer and closer to becoming the amazing achievements 
of the present. 

I am confident that the world’s finest equipment will 
strive to match the courage of our astronauts. If it does 
that, a successful mission is assured. Prudence is a hand- 
maiden of courage, however, so we must give top priority 
to astronaut safety as decisions are made each step of the 
way. 

NOTE: The message, addressed to Col. Frank Borman (USAF), 


Capt. James A. Lovell, Jr. (USN), and Maj. William A. Anders 
(USAF), was released at Bethesda Naval Medical Center. 


John Steinbeck 


Statement by the President on the Writer’s Death. 
December 21, 1968 


John Steinbeck was a man who had two abiding pas- 
sions—a love of people and a hatred of injustice—and 
he fashioned these feelings into some of the most memo- 
rable books of our time. 

He was a uniquely American writer. He wrote for all 
Americans about all Americans. His humor, his compas- 
sion, and above all, his humanity enriched the Nation 
and the world. The country he loved so well will sorely 
miss him. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Bethesda Naval Medical 
Center. 


The Strife in Nigeria 


Statement by the President in Support of the Truce 
Proposed by the Emperor of Ethiopia. 
December 21, 1968 


His Imperial Majesty, the Emperor of Ethiopia, has 
appealed to both sides in the Nigerian civil war to observe 
a week-long truce on the occasion of Christmas and the 
Moslem holiday of *Id al-Fitr. 

I wish to express the heartfelt support of the American 
people for this statesmanlike act. We earnestly hope that 
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all nations will join us in urging the parties in this tragic 
conflict to accept this truce. 

The Nigerian Government has already issued orders for 
a 2-day cease-fire. It is the fervent desire of all Americans 
that this action will be reciprocated by the Biafran au- 
thorities and that both sides will agree to extend this 
arrangement to the full period proposed by the Emperor. 


A cease-fire, however brief, will be a precious respite 
from the bloodshed and destruction that has stricken 
Nigeria. But silencing the guns for 7 days will not alone 
save the millions who face starvation or heal the deep 
wounds dividing a great nation. 


Only the end of fighting will permit a deeply concerned 
world to provide the necessary quantities of food and 
medicine to those in desperate need on both sides of the 
lines of battle. From this pause we hope that both sides 
will summon new courage to make peace. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Bethesda Naval Medical 
Center. 


Health, Education, and Welfare 
Programs and Goals 


Statement by the President on a Report by HEW 
Secretary Wilbur J. Cohen. December 21, 1968 


President Johnson made public today a special report 
by HEW Secretary Wilbur J. Cohen that described the 
Nation’s advances in health, education, and welfare over 
the last 5 years as “unprecedented,” but counseled that 
the national effort in these areas has “just begun.” 

The report disclosed that during President Johnson’s 
administration : 


—62 “landmark laws” in health, education, and wel- 
fare and social service, including Medicare and Fed- 
eral aid to education, were enacted by the Congress. 

—Poverty in the United States declined by 38 percent. 

—The Federal investment in health services and re- 
search tripled—to nearly $14 billion in fiscal 1968. 

—The high school dropout rate dropped 27 percent; 
the number of college students receiving Federal 
financial aid quadrupled. 

—The average social security benefit to persons 65 
years old or older rose by 60 percent. 


Secretary Cohen presented the wide-ranging 136-page 
document to the President at the White House. 

The President called it “a landmark report of landmark 
achievements” and said: 

“T can think of very few documents that I have seen 
during my Presidency that have given me more satisfaction 
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than Secretary Cohen’s report. The events and actions 
recorded here—in leadership, in legislation, and in ad- 
ministration—are the events and actions by which this 
administration will be remembered.” 

Secretary Cohen also looked ahead to the 200th an- 
niversary of the Nation’s independence, listed 25 “goals 


for 1976,” and set forth a series of recommendations that 
included: 


—A “Bill of Rights for Children and Youth.” 

—A “Bill of Rights for Senior Citizens.” 

—A 12-point program for the abolition of poverty in 
in the 1970's. 

—A 14-point program of protection for, and services 
to, the American consumer. 


“We can see great promise for the American people in 
the decade of the 1970's,’ Mr. Cohen wrote in the 
conclusion of his report, but he added ‘that the work 
of the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare 
“has just begun.” 

“There are many difficult human problems that de- 
mand continued attention. The programs which have 
been started need to be strengthened and expanded. The 
Nation needs to dedicate itself to new and larger goals. 
The goals set forth in this report in health, education, and 
social and economic opportunity will test our resolve in 
the coming decade.” 

Secretary Cohen noted that there had been “major 
bipartisan support” during the last 5 years in almost all 
of the important pieces of legislation that concerned his 
Department and added: 

“This kind of general agreement on national problems 
and goals means that there will be a continued commit- 
ment to the human values for which the Department 
stands. It means that the responsibilities of the Depart- 
ment will not diminish. There may be changes in its 
rate of growth and priorities, but since the programs of 
the Department reflect the deepest values of the American 
people, they will continue to grow.” 


President Johnson, expressing his support of Secretary 
Cohen’s recommendations for the future, said that “the 
momentum we have now must not be allowed to slacken. 
Mr. Cohen is showing the way to maintain and to quicken 
the pace.” 

The President asked Secretary Cohen to distribute 
copies of the report to the Governors of the 50 States, to 
the mayors of a number of cities, to State and local health, 
education, and welfare agencies, and to national citizens’ 
organizations concerned with developments in these fields. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Bethesda Naval Medical 
Center. 

The report is entitled “Health, Education, and Welfare: Ac- 
complishments, 1963-1968, Problems and Challenges, and a Look 
to the Future; A Report to President Lyndon B. Johnson” (136 
PPp., processed ). 








The President’s Health 


Statement by Acting Press Secretary 
W. Thomas Johnson, Jr., on the President’s Plans To 
Leave the Hospital. December 22, 1968 


The President plans to leave Bethesda Naval Hospital 
this afternoon. 


The President’s temperature has been normal for the 
last 48 hours, and he continues to gain in strength. 


He still has a mild cough, but his chest X-ray remains 
normal. 


Before being discharged today, a barium examination 
of the colon was completed for interval evaluation of 
the President’s diverticulosis. No change was found, 
according to the President’s doctors. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Bethesda Naval Medical 
Center. 


Release of the Crew of the 
U.S.S. Pueblo 


Statement by the President. December 22, 1968 

I am deeply gratified that after a long 11 months of 
totally unjustified detention by the North Koreans, the 
crew of the U.S.S. Pueblo have been freed. They should 
be reunited with their families in time for Christmas and 
I am happy for them that their time of ordeal ends on a 
note of joy. 


I want to pay tribute also to the patience and courage 
of these relatives while their husbands, fathers, and sons 
were held by the North Koreans. 


The negotiations at Panmunjom were cruelly drawn 
out and I am grateful for the understanding which the 
Pueblo families showed through the long and painful 
period during which their Government has sought to free 
the crew. 


I must express my deep sorrow over the death of one 
crew member, Seaman Duane D. Hodges, who was killed 
while endeavoring to carry out his duties during the 
seizure of the ship. 


I also want to thank our negotiator at Panmunjom, 
Maj. Gen. Gilbert H. Woodward. He carried out his 
difficult and successful assignment with distinction and has 
preserved the integrity of the United States while obtain- 
ing the release of the men of the Pueblo. 


NOTE: The statement was released at the request of the President 
by Acting Press Secretary W. Thomas Johnson, Jr., who stated that 
the President had just been informed that the 82 surviving crew 
members of the Pueblo and the body of one deceased member had 
been turned over to American authorities at Panmunjom. 

For the President’s Christmas message to members of the crew, 
see p. 1742 of this issue. 
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Federal Executive Salary Schedule 


Executive Order 11441. December 23, 1968 


AMENDING EXECUTIVE OrperR No. 11248, PLacinc CrEr- 
TAIN PosITIONS IN LEVELS IV AND V OF THE FEDERAL 
EXECUTIVE SALARY SCHEDULE 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by section 5317 
of title 5 of the United States Code, as amended, Execu- 
tive Order No. 11248 of October 10, 1965, as amended, 
is further amended as follows: 

1. Section 1 of that Order, placing certain positions 
in level IV of the Federal Executive Salary Schedule, is 
amended by adding thereto the following: 

(10) Director, United States Secret Service, Treasury 
Department. 

2. Section 2 of that Order, placing certain positions 
in level V of the Federal Executive Salary Schedule, is 
amended— 

(a) by deleting “(17) Director, United States Secret 
Service, Treasury Department” and inserting in lieu 
thereof “(17) Deputy Director, United States Secret 
Service, Treasury Department”; and 

(b) by adding thereto the following: 

(21) Assistant Archivist, Office of Presidential Li- 
braries, General Services Administration. 

Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 

December 23, 1968 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:01 p.m. 
December 24, 1968] 


NOTE: Executive Order 11441 was not made public in the form of a 
White House press release. 


Secretary of the ‘Treasury 


Announcement of Recess Appointment of 
Joseph W. Barr. December 23, 1968 


President Johnson announced today that he has made 
a recess appointment of Under Secretary of the Treasury 
Joseph W. Barr as Secretary of the Treasury for the 
remainder of this administration. Secretary Barr succeeds 
Henry Fowler, whose resignation, effective December 20, 
1968, was announced previously. 

The President also announced recess appointments of 
Secretary Barr as Governor for the United States on the 
International Monetary Fund, the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development (and affiliated 
institutions ) , the Inter-American Development Bank, and 
the Asian Development Bank. 


Mr. Barr will replace his predecessor on all Cabinet 
committees and other posts, His service on them will be in 


the same capacity as former Secretary of the Treasury 
Fowler. 
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CHRISTMAS 1968 


The President’s Christmas Message to the Men and Women of 
the Armed Forces. December 24, 1968 


It is Christmas Eve here in Washington and across the continent as 
I speak to you. 


The signal on which my voice travels to you unites us all—from the 
White House to the bunker—all along that line which stretches around 
the globe, where you stand your vigil on the freedoms we cherish. 


More than my greetings go out to you on this Christmas Eve. My 
respect, my admiration, and my appreciation—these I send you in 
fullest measure from my heart. 


No group of Americans has earned their countrymen’s gratitude 
more than you. No generation before you has served the flag with 
greater devotion. None have borne arms in battle with higher distinction. 


It was your destiny to serve your Nation in an hour of grave crisis. 
To you fell the hard duty of preserving freedom in the agony of war— 
during a restless time of doubt and division. 


But you have stood as the rock of our resolve that freedom shall 
endure on this earth. 


This Christmas, the world is brightened with the hope of peace. 
When it comes—when hope turns to substance and the guns are quiet 
once again—it will come because you have pursued it with courage and 
skill. It will come because you have won it with a steadfast spirit that 
adds new luster to the honored tradition of American arms. 


This will be my last Christmas message to you as your Commander 
in Chief. But I will remember you all the days of my life, as the patriots 
who manned the watchtowers in a time of peril, so that we might live 
as free men. 


As one who is proud to have served with you, I salute you. And I 
pray that God will keep watch over you all, and unite you soon with 
your families and loved ones. 


NoTE: The President recorded the message for transmittal by the Armed Forces 
radio network. 
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Officers and Men of the Pueblo 


The President’s Christmas Message to Members of the 
Crew on Their Return to the United States. 
December 24, 1968 


It is a source of the deepest satisfaction to me and to all 
of your fellow-countrymen that you have returned to your 
families and to your homeland in time for this holiday 
season. 

We are all aware of the ordeal through which you have 
passed, and we thank God it has ended. 

We extend our heartiest welcome home and I wish 
you and your loved ones a joyous Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 

Lynpon B. JoHNSON 


NoTE: For the President’s statement on the release of the crew, 
see p. 1740 of this issue. 


President’s Committee on the National 
Medal of Science 


Announcement of Appointment of Four New 


Members. December 26, 1968 

President Johnson today appointed four new members 
to the President’s Committee on the National Medal of 
Science for terms expiring December 31, 1971. The Com- 
mittee is responsible for making recommendations to the 
President for the award of the Medal, which was estab- 
lished by law in 1959 and has been presented each year 
since 1963. The four new members are: 
Dr. Ernest R. Hicarp, Professor of Psychology, 

University 

Dr. Epwin Lan», President, Polaroid Corp. 


Dr. CuHarves P. Siicuter, Professor of Physics, University of 
Illinois 


Dr. RicHarp B. Turner, Chairman, Department of Chemistry, 
Rice University 


Stanford 


The President designated Dr. Max Peters, Dean of the 
School of Engineering, University of Colorado, as Chair- 
man of the Committee for 1969. Dr. Peters, who has 
served on the Committee since 1967, succeeds Dr. Bryce 
Crawford, Dean of the Graduate School, University of 
Minnesota. 


The purpose of the National Medal of Science is to 
honor individuals who, in the judgment of the President, 
“are deserving of special recognition by reason of their 
outstanding contributions to knowledge in the physical, 
biological, mathematical, or engineering sciences.” 

The Medal is the highest recognition offered by the 


Federal Government for distinguished achievement in 
these fields of endeavor. 
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Committee on Purchases of 
Blind-Made Products 


Announcement of Appointment 
of Col. Daniel F. Munster as U.S. Army 
Representative. December 26,1968 


President Johnson today appointed Col. Daniel F. 
Munster, U.S. Army, as the U.S. Army representative on 
the Committee on Purchases of Blind-Made Products, 
succeeding Col. Charles A. Shaunesey, who has retired 
from the Army. 

Colonel Munster will also be replacing Colonel Shau- 
nesey as Chief of Support Services, U.S. Army. 

The purpose of the Committee is to encourage Federal 
agencies to buy products made by blind craftsmen and the 
membership of the Committee consists of representatives 
of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Defense Supply Agency, 
Interior, Commerce, Agriculture, and General Services 
Administration and one private citizen conversant with 
problems regarding employment of the blind. 

Members serve without compensation. 


Educational Association Leaders 


The President’s Remarks on Being Honored for His 
Contributions in the Field of Education. 
December 27, 1968 


Dr. Witiiam G. Carr. Mr. President, sir, ladies and 
gentlemen: 


We have come, Mr. President, this morning, 65 people 
from 40 of the major educational organizations of the 
United States. We have requested you to meet with us for 
a minute or two so that we could express our gratitude 
to you, Mr. President, for the tremendous job of leader- 
ship you have'done, particularly in the field of education 
in the United States. 

From George Washington, of course, every President 
of the United States has known and said that education 
was basic to our democratic institutions and to the pros- 
perity and well being and progress of our country. But 
few Presidents have had an opportunity to do much 
about it. 


There is, of course, the action of Abraham Lincoln on 
the Land Grant College Act, of Woodrow Wilson on the 
Smith-Hughes Act, of the other President Johnson many 
years ago in establishing the United States Office of Edu- 
cation, and a few other illustrations. But, sir, it has re- 
mained for your administration to set a record which has 
never been equaled, and perhaps never will be equaled 
again, in the volume, in the integrity, in the wisdom of 
the legislation which you have caused to be passed, and 
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which you have administered with great vigor and dili- 
gence, and with great advantage to the program of edu- 
cation in our country. 

So, Mr. President, we came here this morning for just 
a minute or two to say thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts for all that you have meant, sir, to American edu- 
cation and the long-run influence that your work in edu- 
cation will have. 

We have prepared a book which records the 60 major 
items of educational legislation which have been adopted 
during your administration, together with a brief descrip- 
tion of each one, and a foreword in which we have tried 
to express our gratitude for all the teaching professions 
of the United States. 

We would like to give you that book and we would like 
to thank you individually and collectively for the leader- 
ship that you have given to the United States as the per- 
son whom we very much like to call “The Teacher in 
the White House.” Mr. President, we thank you. 


Tue Present. Dr. Carr, ladies and gentlemen: 


There is not much that I can or should say after those 
beautiful remarks. 

When I was a boy growing up, my mother frequently 
had all the children around the family table make pro- 
nouncements about what they wanted to be in life—what 
they wanted to grow up to be. It was very apparent to 
me, even at that early age, that mother wanted me to be 
a teacher or a preacher or a public servant. 

Both of my parents had been teachers. My grand- 
father and great grandfather had been teachers. So I 
guess that early training led me into a teachers’ college 
where I tried to prepare myself for the work that was 
ahead. 

I enjoyed at least a few semesters in the college class- 
room with freshmen government students, in the high 
school where I acted as the principal, in the high school 
where I was the head of a department, and in the grade 
school that I really enjoyed most, where I worked with 
the poor Mexican children. 

I had inculcated in me at a very early age the great 
importance of education, not only to our lives and to the 
happiness that we all sought and the advancement that 
we all desired, but the safety of our very system of gov- 
ernment—because it doesn’t make much difference how 
much brawn we have. If we don’t balance it with brains, 
we will enjoy a certain insecurity. 


The great President of our Republic of Texas, who emi- 
grated there from Georgia, once said that education was 
the guardian genius of democracy. I have always felt that 
that was literally true; that if we are to guard and to be 
good trustees of this system of government, that while we 
are one of the youngest countries, we have one of the old- 
est systems of government—it has survived almost 200 
years—we must have education. 


I am very fearful that our efforts in that direction have 
been too minimal. They have been rather pathetic. You 
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have had to have a good deal of charity in your heart 
to even belong to the teaching profession. We have shared 
relatively little of our resources and our wealth with the 
system of education which we rely on to protect our sys- 
tem of government. 

We have tried to do something these last few years, 
and maybe have done some things—and I thank you, 
Doctor, for observing it—but we haven’t even begun 
what needs to be done. 

I was looking at a statement of the Secretary of the 
Interior this morning about the oil companies not believ- 
ing in the oil shale development process enough to really 
make adequate bids on oil shale out in parts of our coun- 
try. 

I thought that if we could just take these resources, 
and all the other resources that are yet undeveloped, and 
somehow or other commit them to an education fund, 
how wonderful it would be. 

We are not taking enough of our resources, of our 
gross national product, and committing it to the improve- 
ment of our minds, to the training of our children, to 
the preparation of our future citizens. 

In elementary education, we passed the first bill in 
that field, but we are funding less than half of what the 
Congress has already committed and already author- 
ized. I am not really proud of that. Although we are 
spending more than twice as much for education and 
health as we were just 5 years ago, that is moving along 
at a rapid clip, but not rapid enough. 

So perhaps the country will look at their children— 
at their jewels—and agree that we ought to do more. That 
is what I hope they will agree to. 

I am going home to really do three things, and only 
three things. They have me building empires, sailing 
ships, flying planes, leading astronauts, and everything 
else. But I am just not going to do any of those things. 
And I am not going to retire, either. 

The first thing I am going to do is to enjoy being 
lazy and enjoy being with Lady Bird for a while. She 
will get tired of me before very long. But we are going 
to sleep late and not be worried about what may be 
said here or there. We will just take things easy. 

Then the next thing I am going to do is just read, read, 
read, and read. I have enough books from Christmas—I 
got seven volumes on George Washington. I would feel 
better this morning if I hadn’t plowed through one of 
them as long as I did last night—but he had some of the 
same feelings about the Presidency that I have, and you 
like to find a fellow who agrees with you. So I am going 
to read. 


Then when I get through reading, I hope to be able to 
do some writing and some teaching. Next year I am going 
to make relatively few appearances—six or seven—two 
or three at the universities, at Rice Institute, San Marcos, 
and maybe one or two up in this area. 
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But a great deal of my time is going to be spent with 
young people. I am going to try to inspire them, stimulate 
and create in them a desire to be teachers or preachers or 
public servants, because I think you can get a satisfaction 
in those endeavors that you can’t find in many others. 

I am so grateful to you for this very generous and very 
thoughtful act. I am not responsible for what has been 
done nearly as much as you people who have come here 
and knocked down the doors, twisted the arms, and tried 
to help us bring these programs to reality. 

But I will be with you in spirit and in deed, too, in the 
days ahead, in trying to make our commitments secure 
and increase them. 

Thank you. 


Now I am going to run, because I am told I have less 
than two minutes until the splashdown. But when we think 
about our boys in Cambodian prisons coming home, the 
Pueblo crew being released, and the Apollo men just short 
of the culmination of our dreams, the economy where we 
are, and all that has happened to us this Christmas, we 
Americans ought to quit this business of just going around 
talking about everything being wrong, because so many 
wonderful things have come to us that we ought to count 
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our blessings and be thankful for them and for each 
other—and I am for you teachers. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in the Cabinet Room 
at the White House. 

Dr. William G. Carr, formerly the Executive Secretary of the 
National Education Association, is Secretary General of the World 
Confederation of Organizations of Teaching Professions. 

As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 


Apollo 8 


The President’s Telephone Remarks to the Wives of 
the Astronauts Following the Splashdown of Apollo 8 
in the Pacific. December 27, 1968 


We are so proud of your husbands and so thankful that 
they are back safely. This has achieved so much for your 
country throughout the world. I know that nobody is as 
proud as you three girls who did so much to bring it about. 
NOTE: The President’s remarks were read to reporters by Acting 


Press Secretary W. Thomas Johnson, Jr. They were not made public 
in the form of a White House press release. 








THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
DECEMBER 27, 1968 


THE PRESIDENT’S OPENING REMARKS 
APOLLO 8 


THE PreswwENT. We had a good visit with Dr. Paine * this morning and 
reviewed the developments and had his observations on what had trans- 
pired in the last few days. 

Following that, I talked to the three wives of the Astronauts and 
expressed our gratitude and the gratitude of the Nation to them for 
this great performance of their husbands and the contribution it had 
made to our advancement and the advancement of the world, to 
America’s standing and prestige in the world. 

All of us know that a man’s wife is an integral part of his every 
act. Except for the strength and comfort that we get from them, few 
of us could really measure up to what people expect of us. 

These men have given us so much pride that I wanted the 
womenfolks to know how the Nation felt about it. 

Naturally, as you would expect—I have never been a wife; I don’t 
know what to expect—they were very excited and very thrilled, and 
looking forward eagerly to when their men get back on the carrier. 

We have a brief statement that the President will communicate to 
the men if they decide to bring them back by chopper, pick them up 


1Dr. Thomas O. Paine, Acting Administrator, National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, 
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before daylight, and bring them back to the carrier. We will probably 
communicate it to them. If we do, we will communicate from the Fish 
Room and Tom can prepare you in advance for it. 


DEPARTURE FOR THE LBJ RANCH 


We then plan to leave. Mrs. Johnson and, I think, Lynda and the 
baby are going. Luci went back yesterday on a skiing expedition or some- 


thing that she is going on—football games and so forth. So she is already 
there. 


PLANS FOR THE COMING WEEKS 


We will stay at the ranch for the next few days, wrapping up some 
of the official things that we have yet to do this year, and making some 
minor appointments, filling some places that need to be filled to carry 
on, working on the three principal things that we have to turn out some- 


t time between now and January 20th. We don’t know just when it will 
r be. That will depend on the progress we make. 

F We have had outline after outline. We now are developing the State 
‘ of the Union Message, which will be coming along sometime in January. 
; The budget will have to go to the Congress preceding the Economic 


Message. 


- As most of you are aware, we have gone over with all the Cabinet 
departments their budget problems. We have not finished them by any 
means yet; although we have their budget views, I have not resolved a 
great many of the differences. 

Every department has a difference of from a few million to a few 
billion. For instance, Defense alone asks many more billions than the 
Secretary could grant, and the Secretary is probably asking more than 
we can approve. So between now and the time we return, which I would 
expect to be after New Year’s, we will be making some of those decisions, 
because sections of it will have to go to the printer. 


We are ending the year, I think, in reasonably good shape from the 
standpoint of our agenda. I have seen almost half of the new Cabinet, 
and spent some time in the Mansion this morning with Mr. Klein, ex- 
changing views and talking about problems of the Presidency. 


You know the others. I won’t recount them. I saw Mr. Volpe yester- 
day; the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Defense, and others. I 
had planned to see Secretary Kennedy, but he had a death in his family 
and it had to be canceled. I will do that when I come back, as I will with 
other members of the Cabinet. 


The transition is going along very smoothly and we are very pleased. 
I think it is what the American people have a right to expect. The new 
administration seems to be bending every effort to adjust themselves to 
our problems. I hope our people are leaning over backwards to try to help 
them with what would be their problems, because this is all one country, 
and the same people pay all of our salaries. They have a right to expect 
us to perform with good humor, good taste, and maximum efficiency. 

I think up to now Mr. Murphy and his counterpart, Mr. Lincoln, 
have kept things very well channeled. 
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I received an economic report last night that is very good for the 
year. The unemployment report is down to 3.3, as you know. We are 
thankful for that. 


Our education programs and training programs have been effec- 
tive. The fact that people are working and factory smokestacks are 
burning, and production is running well, means that we are getting 
a good deal more revenue than we anticipated. What was once thought 
of as a deficit now looks like it will be a surplus for this year. 


So with unemployment down, with revenues up, with a balanced 
budget, with our boys home from Cambodia, our men home from the 
Pueblo, the Apollo coming in as it has, as I told you this morning, Mr. 
Vance says be believes we can get going in substantive talks after his 
return there, and we are just praying that can be true. The one thing 
that mars all of our hopes and wishes this Christmas is that our men are 
away out there protecting us. 


But the casualty rates are down. We are just hoping that we can 
have some progress in Paris. If we can do that, we would just almost 
throw our hats in the air. 


I am even thankful that you all seem to be doing better this 
Christmas. You have the Chrismas spirit, wearing red dresses around, 
kind of like Santa Claus. 


So we are generally very happy and thankful for the good breaks 
that are coming our way. 

I will take any questions you want. I expect we will be leaving 
within the hour. I will go straight to the ranch. I expect to stay there 
the entire time. 

THE PRESIDENTS HEALTH 


I feel all right. I am not sick, but I am tired and I have been 
trying to get these things cleaned up so we can leave. I do still have 
this hacking cough. I am just hoping I can get some 80-degree sun- 
shine for a day or two. I have had a cold and cough back and forth 
almost since we went to West Virginia. I am getting tired of it. I am 
getting disgusted with it. 

Helen,* do you want to start off the questions? 


Dr. Paine said this morning that he remembered when Mrs. Johnson 
and I saw the Sputnik through the skies from the banks of the Pedernales. 
That is almost a decade ago, more than a decade ago. It was Novem- 
ber 25, 1957, following the orbiting of the first earth satellite on October 
4th. Here is the Library of Congress report: 

“Senator Johnson took the initiative in the first Congressional hear- 
ings on our satellite program. The inquiry into satellite missiles resulted 
in testimony from all the Nation’s experts during the following two 
months. On January 23, 1958, the subcommittee concluded that decisive 
action must be taken to strengthen the United States space program and 
accelerate it in 17 specific areas.” 

So in this decade, we do have—this was 1957. That is a Congres- 
sional Library report, if you want to look it over, any of you. 


1 HELEN THomas, United Press International. 
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Helen? 
QUESTIONS 


THE PARIS PEACE TALKS 


Q. Mr. President, did Mr. Vance give you anything 
in the way of specifics on why he thought we would now 
move into a substantive part of the Paris talks? 

Tue Present. He expressed the hope that when he 
got back, progress could be made. 


STATE OF THE UNION MESSAGE 


Q. Mr. President, have you decided, sir, on how you 
are going to deliver the State of the Union Message? 
Tue Present. No. 


APOLLO 8 ASTRONAUTS 


Q. Mr. President, do you plan to see the three astro- 
nauts in person? 
Tue Preswent. We have no definite plans as yet. 


THE SPACE RACE 


Q. Does this put us ahead in the space race and quick- 
est to the moon? 

THE Present. We are very pleased with the prog- 
ress we have made. There are various firsts. Each side has 
different examples of its achievements, But in the 10 to 11 
years since Sputnik I that I was talking to you about, when 
we didn’t even have a space committee in the Congress, 
when we were talking about the basketball up there in 
the air, when we have weathered the storms that have 
brewed—everyone who wanted to cut anything, the first 
thing they wanted to cut was the space program—when 
we have seen the editorial professors inform us that there 
was really no value in doing all of this anyway, it gives 
me great pleasure now to see the thrill that even they are 
getting out of it. 

It must be a great satisfaction to men like Mr. Webb, 
Dr. Paine, and poor Dr. Dryden, who has passed on, to 
know that his men have not let him down. 


EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS WITH VIETCONG 


Q. Mr. President, do we have any reason to believe 
that the Vietcong offer to exchange prisoners had any 
substance to it? 

Tue Preswent. I don’t think I would want to com- 
ment on that kind of a question. 


PARIS PEACE TALKS 


Q. Mr. President, in terms of Mr. Vance’s hope for 
progress in Paris, can you give us any specifics, sir, on 
what progress has been made? 

Tue Preswent. Not any more than what I said to 
Helen. 

Q. Pardon me, sir? 


THE Preswent. Not any more than what I said to 
Helen. 
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THE PRESIDENTS FEELINGS WHILE WATCHING 
COVERAGE OF APOLLO SPLASHDOWN 


Q. Mr. President, can you tell us a little bit about your 
feelings this morning as you watched television and 
waited for the ship to get back, waited and watched? 
Were you excited? Did you feel kind of tense inside about 
it? How did you feel about it? 

Tue Preswent. That is very difficult to describe, 
to portray accurately. I think all of you must know the 
anxiety that a President feels during a period like this. 
I think you must have thought a thousand times, “Are 
you sure we are ready? Is this the date? If something ter- 
rible happens, why does it happen the last week I am here 
or the last month I am here?” or “Has every possible pre- 
caution been taken? Has every man performed his every 
requirement?” 

About all you can do under those circumstances is to 
pick men that you have confidence in, that you trust, 
give them the support they need, and then hold on. That 
is what I have done. 

President Kennedy asked me at Palm Beach to assume 
responsibility for the space program and try to give it some 
leadership and direction. 

The first thing he asked me to do was to select the 
leader for it. I interviewed 28 different people before I 
interviewed Mr. Webb for the second time, when he 
turned it down the first time. I kept going back to him. 
He had a combination of military experience in the Ma- 
rines, State Department diplomatic experience, budget 
experience, scientific experience, that very few men in 
this country had. 

The President talked to me a number of times about the 
desirability of setting a goal to go to the moon in this 
decade, and the dangers of it and the wisdom of it. He 
asked for my recommendation, which we made in writing. 
I recommended this goal for this decade. Mr. Sorenson 
and I discussed the goal at length before it was an- 
nounced. 

In view of the fact that our beloved President had set 
that goal, naturally we have religiously adhered to it and 
tried to make it. There have been many pitfalls every step 
of the way. I don’t know how many folks have just wanted 
to abandon it, clip it, cut it, take the money for the cities 
or the war or just anything else. Space has been a whip- 
ping boy. 

So when you see the day approaching when visions, 
and dreams, and what we said to the Congress when 
we created the Space Administration back in 1958 are 
becoming reality, you naturally are hopeful. 

I don’t guess your blood pressure can get down com- 
pletely normal until you see the Astronauts back with 
their wives in Houston, until they come up out of that 
water, until they come on the carrier, until they are 
moved back home., 

But we have come so far, so fast, so good. I have 
said many prayers the last few days expressing thanks 
for the good fortune we have had. 
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SPACE PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, having nursed this thing along and 
having been with it since the beginning, have you a spe- 
cific recommendation you are going to make to your 
successor involving the space program and where it goes? 

THE Preswent. No. I think President Nixon feels 
very strongly about the program and its value. He will 
have to—looking at all the other priorities confronting 
him, and the problems that he faces—determine how this 
fits in. 

I have every confidence that his decision will be a good 
one. I am not very strong on advising Presidents and 
speaking with cool authority on just how they ought to 
handle each specific subject. I have received a lot of ad- 
vice in my time and a good deal of it has been worth- 
while, but I am not sure that the next President would 
profit a great deal by just having my personal views on 
some of these things. They will be available to him on 
anything that he wants them on, but I want to try to 
follow a policy somewhat like President Eisenhower has 
followed with me: To be there to help if you can, but 
don’t be presumptuous enough to think that you are re- 
quired. 


EARMARKING OIL SHALE REVENUES FOR EDUCATION 


Q. Mr. President, this morning you said something 
very interesting about using the oil shales as a possible re- 
source for an education fund. Has anything specific been 
done to try to implement an idea like that? 

Tue Present. It hasn’t been developed very much 
yet. You know what has been done about trying to kind 
of examine and explore to see if the processes we have, 
with the estimates and values we have—we don’t know 
really what it is worth, how much it is worth, until we 
get some bids. The bids weren’t very good. 

But back in, I guess, the late forties, I was very anxious 
to earmark—lI haven’t been too much of an earmarker as 
President—but as a legislator, I wanted to earmark all 
the Continental Shelf for education. 

I do think we ought to give a good deal of thought as 
to how we can take our resources and dedicate them to 
such things as education. I think that is worthy of some 
exploration. 

I, as a Member of the Senate, tried to bring about 
the earmarking. As you know, last year we all had a bill 
that Mrs. Johnson was interested in, in earmarking part 
of the Continental Shelf revenues for conservation, which 
we have done in acquiring public domain as extra land. 

Q. How much do you estimate would be available for 
education? 

Tue Presivent. I wouldn’t know at all. If there is no 
more than indicated by these last two bids, it wouldn’t 
be very much. But there is a great variance of views there. 

Helen, you wanted to say something. 
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Q. Sir, I wanted to ask you if you had any particular 
goal between now and January 20th that you would like 
to achieve, something that you feel would be summing up 
your 5 years. 

Tue Preswent. I have a lot of them, Helen, but I 
don’t know that we will do any of them. I think we don’t 
want to ask too much. A lot of good things have come in 
a few days. 

The one thing that would make us all happier than any- 
thing else is to have a truce in Vietnam and to have sub- 
stantial progress toward peace, and make progress on sub- 
stantive matters, to cut out all of this dillydallying—talk- 
ing about where you sit at the tables, who comes in first, 
who speaks first, and all that. 

But I think the thing that nearly every American wants 
more than anything else is to have our boys home. We 
just had the best Christmas I think we nearly ever had. 
Everyone was gay, healthy, happy, prosperous. But you 
just couldn’t look at either one of these little babies with- 
out knowing that their daddy was gone. As a matter of 
fact, we talked to them at Da Nang the other night. Pat 
had slipped off up there Christmas and spent a day with 
Chuck. He had to be out at 4 o'clock. We heard their 
voice on the phone and had to make the baby cry a little 
so her daddy could hear her voice. The little boy got 
stubborn and didn’t want to talk, but I tickled him some 
and let his daddy hear his voice. 

These are just two of 550,000. Those other men have 
babies, too, at home. It would just be paradise if we could 
end that thing. But we must end it with honor. 

As Mrs. Johnson has said so often, if we have to de- 
fend what we believe in, and we have to carry out our 
promises, and some men are going to have to be there, we 
are glad ours are there with them, although I will tell you 
it is pretty hard for every woman to kind of understand it. 
I imagine it is so even for the little boy. He goes up and 
hears his daddy’s voice played back to him on tape and 
kisses his picture. Things of that kind wring your heart. 
Peace—that is what all of us want more than anything 
else. 

Advances in space are wonderful. Great movements 
forward in education and health, that is good. Making 
this a more beautiful land, all we have done in conserva- 
tion, we are thankful for that. 

But what really counts is whether we can keep people 
from dying, whether we can get our men home. Just run- 
ning out is not going to do it, because we have found out, 
as Mr. Chamberlain did, and a good many times in our 
history, that unless things are settled honorably, they are 
not settled, You may pay more dearly later on if you 
appease. 

So, that is what we would like to see. That is what we 
are working hard for. I talked to Secretary Rogers about 
it, and a great deal to Mr. Vance about it. Governor Har- 
riman is doing everything he can. But we are not the 
only ones involved. We just have to hope and pray and do 
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the best we can, right up until the bell rings, which we 
are all going to do. 

We will be letting up some at the ranch. The main 
thing we are going home for is we are just hoping we 
can get a little sunshine. I can make more progress there 
than I have made here. 

I still have three important things: The details of the 
Economic Message—and in that you have to include all 
the things that you think would be good to be done, from 
that standpoint. We have had big charts that I have 
looked at by the hour in my bedroom in the morning be- 
fore I get up. 

So we will try to prepare our State of the Union Mes- 
sage, the Budget and the Economic Messages, not as a 
guide or a lot of advice to our successor, but as an at- 
tempt to present our views on the state of the Nation 
and things that ought to be considered. 

I want to get home, if you will let me, in time to see 
Mrs. Johnson’s television performance on ABC, with 
Howard K. Smith, at 7:30. I am getting a little jealous. 

Q. It is very good. 

Tue Presipent. Have you seen it? 

Q. I read the script. 

Tue Present. I haven’t seen it or read it. I asked 
them to let me see it last night, but they said they couldn't. 

Are there any other questions, any of you? 


THE PRESIDENTS PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 


If not, we will put an end to this. I wanted you to have 
some idea of my feelings and the plans as the year ends. 
Some of you want to know exactly what we are going to 
do. I would like to finish that, too. 

We have no plans to take on any jobs of any nature, 
either as counsélors, advisers, chairmen of the board, or 
to even go on any boards, although we might do some 
health work or education work of a public service nature. 

We are not going to be in any business enterprises. 
We are going to rest and maybe take a little visit some 
time in some warm climate in February. We will be do- 
ing some reading and some writing. We have 31 million 
pages of material through this administration. A good 
deal of it will have to be reviewed, selected, and trans- 
ferred over to the library. There will be groups of peo- 
ple from the Government and from our staff working to 
process those. I would like to process them during the 
next few years. 

Some of President Truman’s haven’t been completed 
yet. I would like to have the job of saying that “This 
goes in with a 25-year release date”, rather than have 
Luci doing it. 

So, that is what I am going to be working a good 
deal on. Preparing, dictating from my notes while I still 
have some little recollection of these things. But you don’t 
need to anticipate any great adventures or anything new. 
I will spend most of the time right there at the ranch. 

I will go into Austin on occasion. I will have six or 
eight lectures during the entire year, of limited duration, 
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on the course they are teaching on the American Pres- 
idency as I told you this morning. 

So, to summarize, it will be this, and there will be a lot 
of aides, prognosticators, and prophets who will have 
their own dreams and ideas about what I am going to do. 
It will be first to rest, and then read and then write. That 
will be something you can misunderstand. 


I will repeat ‘t for you so you won’t be in any doubt. 
Rest, read and write. If there is a little extra time I might 
walk some with Lady Bird. 


FLIERS HELD IN NORTH VIETNAM 


Q. One final question: Is there any hope by the end 
of the year that we might see some of the fliers released 
from North Vietnam? 


Tue Preswent. I can’t make any prediction of that 
now. 


Reporter. Thank you. 


NoTE: President Johnson’s one hundred and thirty-fourth news 
conference was held in his office at the White House at 11:55 
a.m. on Friday, December 27, 1968. As printed above, this item 
follows the text released by the White House. 


Apollo 8 


The President’s Telephone Remarks to Crew Members 
Following Their Splashdown. December 27, 1968 


This is a message to Colonel Borman, Captain Lovell, 
and Major Anders: 

We want to welcome you home. We thank God that 
you are back safe again. 

You have made us very proud to be alive at this par- 
ticular moment in history. You have made us feel akin 
to those Europeans nearly five centuries ago who heard 
stories of the New World for the first time. There is just 
no other comparison that we can make that is equal to 
what you have done or to what we feel. 


I had a memorandum a short time; ago from, the men 
who handle the Washington-Moscow hot line. I thought 
you would be interested in a portion of that memorandum 
to the President. 


It said that due to the interest of the Soviets in the 
Apollo program, we asked them, after we heard from 
them on Apollo 7, if they would be interested in being 
informed of developments in Apollo 8. The hot line per- 
sonnel in Moscow responded enthusiastically and asked 
us to keep them posted. So we informally here at the hot 
line in Washington relayed information in regard to the 
most important aspects of your flight, and the Soviets 
were very solicitous about the welfare of you astronauts 
and expressed great interest in the success of your flight. 

We all know that you men were supported by an elab- 
orate technical apparatus and by many brilliant and de- 
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voted men and women here on the ground. We salute all 
of them as we salute you. 

The first thing I did this morning when things looked 
good was to call your boss, Dr. Paine, and Jim Webb, 
to congratulate them, and then I called your wives in 
Houston to express our gratitude to them for providing 
the strength and the inspiration to you men that would 
permit you to accomplish this great feat. 

We know that all the engineering marvels in the world 
could not take away one whit of our commitment and 
admiration for the three of you who were out there in the 
vastness of space. 

If I could have exchanged thoughts with you, I was 
going to ask you whether it felt better coming down or 
going up, and to have you tell me some of your experiences 
because you have seen what man has really never seen be- 
fore. You have taken all of us all over the world into a 
new era. 

My thoughts this morning went back to more than 10 
years ago in the Pedernales Valley when we saw Sputnik 
racing through the skies, and we realized that America 
had a big job ahead of it. 

It gave me so much pleasure to know that you men 
have done a large part of that job. 

So we rejoice that you are well, and we send you con- 
gratulations from all of your fellow countrymen and from 
ali peace-loving people in the world. 

Well done. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:44 p.m. in the Fish Room at 


the White House. As printed above, this item follows the text of 
the White House press release. 


Television Interview With the 
First Lady 


Remarks of the President and Mrs. Johnson ona 
Program Recorded for Television. 
December 27, 1968 


The urgent tempo; a moment set to music; the con- 
stant unwinding of the skein of history—these are ele- 
ments which play a part in the world of the First Lady. 

The White House has seen 30 First Ladies come and go. 
Some were national heroines; some chose to live in seclu- 
sion. Whatever their style they helped to give their tem- 
porary home its luster of warmth and pride. 

What is it like to fill this role today? It is to be con- 
stantly in the public gaze; to be official hostess, wife, and 
an unofficial ambassadress to the world. 

Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson, who is bringing to an end her 
years here, has consented to share with us her views on 
life in the White House, and in the Nation. 

While she talks with Howard K. Smith, we shall see 


it through her eyes; hear from her what it means to be 
First Lady. 
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Part I 


Mr. SmirH. Mrs. Johnson, what will be the hardest 
thing for you to leave, here, what part of your life in the 
White House? 

Mrs. JoHnson. This house is a magnet, a crossroads 
for good conversation, for ideas, for stimulation. All the 
political leaders of the country and indeed of the whole 
free world come through these doors, and businessmen 
and labor leaders and people from arts and entertain- 
ment and scientists. 

It is an exceedingly stimulating place. That I shall miss. 
So I think something of that life will go with my husband 
wherever he goes. 

Mr. Situ. What will you be happiest to leave be- 
hind? 

Mrs. Jounson. The horrendous ring of that telephone 
at 4 o’clock that drags you to consciousness and you know 
on the other end that it is something significant. And it is 
never good when it rings at that time. It is—and then, 
the sense of responsibility. It is not my responsibility but 
it does spill over into the whole climate of your life. And 
then deadlines, and 18-hour days. 

Mr. Sniru. The Presidency is a job. We have defined 
it in the Constitution, we pay a salary for it. Do you ever 
think of being First Lady as a job? 

Mrs. Jounson. I certainly do. It is—I think perhaps 
“opportunity” is a better word, a challenge—that tread- 
worn word. You know, really, her role principally is to 
support and give solace and companionship to her hus- 
band. After all, there is only one person that chooses 
her and her main job is to give him an island of serenity 
in which to work, to do his job. There is also—-she can 
serve by being an extra set of eyes and ears for him, 
and the hostess for all the innumerable activities of this 
great house. 

Mr. Smiru. Well, there are no training programs for 
First Ladies, but you have been the wife of a man who 
was a Congressman for quite a while, then he was the 
leading Senator for quite a while, then he was Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States for quite a while. 

Now, all of that must have equipped you in some de- 
gree for this job as First Lady. In what respect has this 
past experience been useful to you? 

Mrs. Jounson. In two ways, I think, especially. In 
those 27 years in the Congress, the wife of the Vice Presi- 
dent, I did come to know the wives of the Congressmen 
and the wives of the Senators and the government—all 
the people in government. I have a lot of respect and un- 
derstanding and sympathy for the job they do. And I was 
meeting and dealing with a great many of the friends that 
I had made over those years. That was, I think, what 
made the transition easier. 

Mr. Smirtu. What were your thoughts when you knew 
you had to take over the White House and become the 
mistress of this place and this job? 

Mrs. Jounson. Can anybody ever forget that time? 
You remember the time. It was a time of national trauma. 
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Mr. Smitn. Yes. 

Mrs. Jonnson. And I don’t suppose, in all, there ever 
was another President who saw the man—when he was 
Vice President—who saw the man he served assassinated 
in front of his eyes, and in his own State, and it was a 
wound and it was very hard. And so, that time that is 
usually supposed to be a time of merriment and ringing 
of bells and wearing of ball gowns, but in our case was 
very different. We came here and I think my particular 
feelings were intense resolution, that I would live up to 
it, I would do my job, here. 

And second, an overwhelming sympathy for the family 
that had been struck, and a sympathy beyond expression 
for my husband that was taking up the job at that point, 
and that that sympathy they must go on through the years 
with an increased understanding, and—to back him up. 

Mr. Smiru. I think about the most impressive cere- 
monies that take place in the White House are the wel- 
coming occasions and dinners and luncheons for visiting 
chiefs of state. 

I have seen some from the outside. What are they 
like from the inside? 

Mrs Jounson. Well, it is in this room that we receive 
them. Actually this has always been the room where this 
country has dispensed hospitality to foreign visitors. John 
and Abigail Adams, in January of 1801, invited the six 
countries, the six ministers recognizing the United States, 
then, here. And now they have grown to 117, I think it is, 
and oh, the visits are very, very many, because we are just, 
I think it is 16 hours away by jet from any capital in the 
world, isn’t it? 

So in our 5 years, here, we have seen a great panoply 
of them come. 

Before dinner the visiting prime minister, or king, or 
president and his wife come to this room, the Yellow Oval 
Room. You see they have already put in a good hard 
working day. There is an exchange of gifts. 

So this is the hospitality that adds to the glitter or the 
warmth of the occasion. 

After about 30 minutes the honor guard comes in and 
says “We request permission to remove the flags,” and 
the President says “Yes.” So they pick up the flags and 
march out. 

Mr. Smiru. Does this room have any special mean- 
ing for your family? You must use it for family purposes 
also. 

Mrs. Jounson. Yes. I remember especially dear oc- 
casions here. One was Christmas of °67, We spent it in 
the White House. It was significant for many reasons. 
Lyndon just got back on Christmas morning from a trip 
around the world. It was just fraught with everything. 
The sorrow of burying a close friend, Prime Minister Holt 
of Australia, seeing our troops in Southeast Asia. 

But he got back on Christmas morning and, oh, it was 
just the most glorious Christmas I probably will ever have. 
Of course we had a new grandson, and all eyes were on 
him and he was just making a shambles out of all the 
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lovely wrappings. The most beautiful tree right over there 
and the red velvet stockings hanging at the mantle, and 
of course, every time we looked at our two sons-in-law, 
there was the unspoken thought that next Christmas they 
probably would not be with us. 

And so it was a precious, warm time, just as fragile 
as a bubble. And one hilarious time was Patrick Lyndon’s 
first birthday which he celebrated right over there. I had 
the rug protected with a white cloth underneath it, fortu- 
nately, also, because he all at once planted not his hands 
but his foot in the birthday cake. And there was a fine 
stuffed tiger standing behind him, one of his birthday 
presents. 

So this room has seen personal as well as state affairs 
that the Johnsons will always remember with affection 
and laughter. 

Mr. Situ. Do you have any past First Ladies who in- 
spire you or at least provide you with pointers about how 
to do your work? 

Mrs. Jounson. I think about many of them, with ad- 
miration and keen—much keener interest. I think each 
person must hew her own road in the society. I like to read 
about Abigail Adams who had an intense interest in poli- 
tics, bold and unusual for her day, and a sense of history, 
too. A sense of where they were, and the importance of it, 
and who wrote it. 

And then I like very much Dolley Madison because she 
enjoyed life so much and enjoyed this house, and one 
should enjoy this beautiful house. You know, she was a 
hostess here for 8 years for Thomas Jefferson and then 
she returned again as First Lady. 

Mr. Smiru. Didn’t she, after she left this house, have 
a home just across the square? 

Mrs. Jonnson. Yes, and held court, and everybody 
went to see her. And then, of course, as so many in this 
century do, I look to Mrs. Franklin Roosevelt with ad- 
miration because she expanded this role and she took it 
out to the whole country, with such compassion and 
energy. 

So you look at them but, you must, within your own 
limitations, hew your own path. 

Mr. Situ. With the possible exception of Mrs. Roose- 
velt you are considered the most active First Lady who 
has ever been here. The most involved in business and in 
all your husband’s affairs as well. Where do you do all 
your work? 

Mrs. Jounson. At my desk, which is the center, and 
things emanate out from there. Would you like to go in 
to see it? 


Mr. Situ. I would love to. 


Part II 


Mr. Situ. Is this where you work? 

Mrs. Jounson. Yes. Won’t you sit down? 

Mr. Situ. Mrs. Johnson, it is not much space but 
it looks like a lot of work. Can you tell us exactly what 
happens here at this desk? 
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Mrs. Jounson. I read and dictate mail, sign auto- 
graphs and pictures, read briefings about visitors when 
we are having a visit. The State Department sends me 
a thorough briefing on the country and the people. Work 
on guest lists with Bess Abell, work on trips with Liz 
Carpenter. To read the mail is a marvelous thing in it- 
self. It is sort of like having the pulse of the country, the 
thinking and feeling. 

Mr. Situ. Mr. President, how are you, sir? 

Mr. President, we have been talking about the pur- 
pose and usefulness of First Ladies and we have had an 
expert telling us, but now you are an expert. How use- 
ful is a First Lady to a President? 

PRESDWENT JoHNson. Well, I am not familiar with 
the First Ladies in our early history, but the First Ladies 
that have been here during the time that I have been 
in Washington, some six of them, I think, I have seen 
the assignments and responsibilities grow and grow and 
grow. 

I did not know Mrs. Hoover but I was very intimately 
acquainted with the other First Ladies. Certainly I knew 
Mrs. Roosevelt very well, even before I came to Washing- 
ton. And I think that she did a great deal to expand the 
horizon of the job and to make it an implement of force 
in the country, a force for good, for social progress, for 
bettering the good causes like education and health and 
conservation. And the other First Ladies who have fol- 
lowed her have had particular and peculiar interests, but 
each have made their own outstanding contribution to 
the history of the place and the development of the 
country. 

Mr. Smirtu. Mr. President, I noticed when you made 
your first State of the Union Message many years ago that 
the first thing you did when you were finished was to look 
up in the gallery to see whether you had made a mistake 
or had her approval. What did that mean? 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON. Well, first of all, I looked up sev- 
eral times as I went through the speech, as well as after 
I had finished, because Mrs. Johnson has been my most 
careful and dependable reporter and I think she reflects 
the judgment of the average American and I find that 
after 35 years of living with me, she can still be objective 
about me. 

Mr. Smirtu. Do you listen to her advice? 


PRESIDENT JOHNSON. All the time. More so than any 
other person I know. A former President said one time 
that, ‘“‘after you come to the White House, a President 
doesn’t make friends any more. He has to have his friends 
made before he gets here because he just loses them after 
he gets to the place.” And I think it is very good that the 
President be on quite good terms with his wife at least 
under such circumstances. 

One of the great blessings that has been mine is four 
quite important women in my life; my mother, my wife 
and my two daughters. All of them counsel me and guide 
me and strengthen me and support me. And, except for 
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that, the job would be much more lonely and I am afraid 
I would be much weaker. 

Mr. Situ. Well, thank you very much, Mr. Presi- 
dent. It is good to hear that. Kind of you to drop in. 

Mrs. Johnson, we have heard all about the programs 
of your husband that you are involved in, like Headstart 
and Discover America, and his education programs. How 
did you become involved in his programs? 

Mrs. Jounson. I think you might say I married into 
them. Actually, shortly after the election of ’64, I began 
to realize that I wanted to choose some of those things 
in his administration that I was most in tune with, that 
made my heart sing most, and try to apply myself to them 
and support them in any way I could. But otherwise, the 
number of calls upon you would mean that your efforts 
would be fragmented and would be of little use. 

And so there arose to the surface the interest in chil- 
dren and education, which was formulated in Headstart, 
and in conservation, which found its expression very much 
in beautification. 

I'd like to tell you something about these projects. 
Through the training of Headstart, over 21 million chil- 
dren of preschool age have had a chance to gain self- 
confidence—a chance to enter school with proper prepa- 
ration. Headstart might be considered a form of insurance 
against later dropping-out. 

Woodrow Wilson once said that “the White House 
has long echoes.” I have used this place, the echoes of this 
house, to further worthwhile projects, I have been very 
happy to do it. 

In regard to conservation, I have loved this country 
all my life—its mountains and rivers and meadows, all 
of it. I want to see its beauties preserved for our grand- 
children and for all those who come after us—whether 
it is our deep forests or a sunny Southwest river. 

But conservation is many things. It is the fight against 
water pollution and air pollution. It is building green 
spaces in the cement centers of busy cities—places of re- 
pose for our harried citizens. Its ramifications are endless. 

Our beautification program started right here in Wash- 
ington. Because you start wherever you are, in whatever 
hometown is yours. You begin with simple aims—litter 
cleanup and planting flowering shrubs. 

For instance, here in Washington, we have beautified 
one major entrance to the city. On Columbia Island, 
that’s the Memorial Bridge entrance, we planted 800,000 
daffodil bulbs. I think I shall always come back in April 
to see them bloom. 


But I think the project that has meant the most was the 
restoration of Buchanan School, which is in a low-income 
area here in Washington. This is how it looked before 
we started work—with an atmosphere of decay and fu- 
tility. 

The school has now been transformed, and the play- 
ground is a delight—filled with innovative, impossible- 
to-injure equipment. In fact, the plaza is equipped for 
use by the entire community. 
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Mr. Smiru. Has this program spread elsewhere? How 
is it doing in the Nation? 

Mrs. Jounson. Well, about, I think, 30-odd Gover- 
nors have called conferences on beautification and a great 
many citizens have committees on beautification which 
consider and work at everything from litter pickup to 
planting the entrance to the city. The whole gamut—if 
you ask me how it has fared, I'd say mostly in a change 
of climate. 

Mr. Situ. In your work for these programs you have 
made quite a few tours over the Nation. I wonder if you 
could tell us about the trip through Appalachia in con- 
nection with education. 

Mrs. Jounson. I got a letter from one of the people 
who ran the adult education class in Asheville, North Car- 
olina, who told me that “before you came, our class was 
full, we had closed it. After your trip we had quite a lot 
of letters—people wanting to get in.” 

This person said “we decided we could squeeze in 10 
more people.” And I am just real glad if it made a differ- 
ence in the lives of those 10 people, that maybe they could 
do better in their job interviews, get a raise in the job they 
are in, or if their children would just feel proud of them. 

Mr. Situ. Now, in April of this year, you went on 
another trip on behalf of the program Discover America. 
I think you took 30 foreign editors all the way to Texas. 
Can you tell us about that? 


Mrs. JoHNson. Well, it was, I think, 38 foreign edi- 


tors from 13 European countries. 


You remember a very serious problem of the time was 
the balance of payments. We were sending out more dol- 
lars than we were bringing in, travelwise, and we hoped to 
encourage more people to come and see this country—and 
so the trip, long planned, came at a time of national trag- 
edy, right after the assassination of Martin Luther King. 
But I thought it was—we should take them on, to show 
them that though we were having our troubles, that there 
was a great big, confident, strong America out there be- 
yond the flames of the cities. 

We went down to see Padre Island and the newly ac- 
quired gem in the national park domain. About 50 miles 
of waterfront along the gulf which is free for everybody 
to swim and fish and explore, and we saw the restored La 
Bahia Mission, a 200-year-old mission, fort, and church 
combination in Texas. 

And then fields and fields of the lovely wild flowers 
that blanket our country in the spring when there is rain. 

Mr. Situ. You do many things. Do you think it is 
possible—is there a compulsion to engage in public ac- 
tivity for a First Lady? Do you think it would be possible 
for a First Lady in these times to be a private person, to 
attend to her knitting and sit in the Lincoln Sitting Room 
and not engage in public activity? 

Mrs. Jounson. Yes, I do, because after all, you know 
there is only one person who chooses her. That is the 
President. 
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Mr. Smiru. It pretty rauch depends on the First Man 
that you are chosen by? 

Mrs. Jonnson. Well, a combination of the two, and 
the personality and the desires of the lady, herself, each 
one must hew her own way in this place. 

Mr. Sir. Well, thank you for showing me where 
you work, Mrs. Johnson. Where does the family meet 
when it does meet? 

Mrs. Jounson. Shall we go into the family sitting 
room? Right in there. 


Part III 


Mrs. Jounson. This is our family living room. Actually 
it is both a very intimate place and a sort of Grand Central 
Station. 

This picture of Speaker Sam Rayburn I brought in in 
my hand when we moved in, on December 7. 

Mr. Situ. The first thing you brought? 

Mrs. Jounson. Yes. Luci Baines had our two little 
beagles, Him and Her, on a leash and I with the picture. 

This table here just naturally accumulates all the latest 
pictures. Our grandson, Lyn, and now springtime in the 
hill country. 

Mr. Situ. This is on the ranch, isn’t it? 

Mrs. JoHNson. Yes. 

Mr. Situ. They are beauties. 

Mrs. Jounson. One of the pastures full of deer and 
Mexican poppies on the hillside and a lot of books and 
albums that I love. 

This is a Mary Cassatt. I just love it—you wonder what 
that little girl is thinking, or perhaps she is wondering if 
that baby is going to have an effect on her life. 

You know it was one of my hopes when we moved into 
this house, Mr. Smith, that we could add to examples 
of the work of great American painters, I thought this 
house should have them. 

This is a Thomas Sully over here, of Fanny Kemble. 
She was a British actress who actually had quite an asso- 
ciation with the White House. She performed here in the 
time of Andrew Jackson. And then her nephew married 
President Grant’s daughter, Nellie, in one of the most 
splendid weddings the White House ever saw. 

When we moved in it was necessary to recover some 
of the furniture and so we put our touch on the place by 
doing it over in our favorites: cheerful yellow and soft 
greens and gay chintzes, and we added books and albums 
and things from home. 

And of course a house always has something to re- 
mind you of your own folks. That is my father, Thomas 
Jefferson Taylor, and my two brothers when they were 
little boys. And Lyndon’s father and mother in the minia- 
tures. 

Mr. Situ. Is that the President’s chair? 


Mrs. Jounson. Yes, it is. And we have also put around 
some of the needlepoint pillows that various friends have 
done over the years, and finally it all acquires the quality 
of home. 
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Mr. Situ. Mrs. Johnson, is this where you wait for 
the President? 

Mrs. Jounson. Yes, that is his office. You know, psy- 
chologically it is miles and miles away because of the 
résponsibility and the load. Physically it is very close. And 
so toward the end of the day I bring in whatever letters 
there are left to sign, memos to read, or just curl up with 
a good book here and wait, maybe 8:30, 9:00, 10:00, 
sometimes we have dinner at 11:00. 

Finally I hear the three rings on the elevator. That is 
the sign that he is coming, and then in a moment I hear 
his voice saying, ““Where’s Bird?” And I know the day is 
ended, and he is home. 

Shall we sit down? 

Mr. Smiru. Mrs. Johnson, I was assigned to cover 
governments all over the world. And I have never seen 
the residence of a First Family which was an office, with 
two thousand employees, and at the same time a national 
monument, with tourists pouring through it all the time. 
How do you make a home in the midst of all this? 

Mrs. Jounson. Well, first when we moved in we can 
have a tendency to walk on tiptoes and talk in whispers. 
But that goes, you become used to it. The White House 
does have three roles you know. It is a national monu- 
ment, a museum, and all the people of this country and 
foreign countries come through at about the rate of 
1,800,000 a year. And sometimes on a peak Saturday, in 
spring, there will be 26,000 people going through. 

But they are downstairs in the State Rooms, and it is 
theirs. You know I rather like to think about it. 

And then second, it is a place where the country, the 
United States, dispenses its hospitality to the world and 
to all its own citizens. 

And in the third role, is the role of just being the home 
of these families that have lived here. 

Mr. Situ. It is so complicated and there is so much 
movement and so many things going on, how did you 
make it mesh and work? Weren’t you afraid that orders 
would get lost in the chaos of movement? 

Mrs. Jounson. Mr. Smith, I soon discovered the 
White House staff is a wonderful, ongoing body. There 
are three members here who have been here since Pres- 
ident Hoover’s time. And many from F.D.R.’s time. They 
love this house and they are very caring of the people 
who live here, whoever they are, time after time, and 
very efficient. I have kept house quite vigorously for 29 
years and I was delighted to turn a great deal of it over 
to them. 

Mr. Situ. The President works all day and some- 
times into the night. I wonder if he brings his problems 
home here with him, the way other men do, bringing 
their problems from work? 

Mrs. Jounson. Yes. Of course. And, well, frequently 
he also brings with him members of his staff. The last 
appointment, the people he is working with, and con- 
tinues working. But when he comes alone, he brings the 
problems and, you know, I would feel that it was—I 
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would feel somehow I had failed if he didn’t. Because 
where else can he feel more relaxed about them and 
more—where would he have an audience better suited 
to hearing about them quite privately and quite honestly? 

Mr. Smiru. It is said that the Presidency is the loneli- 
est office in the land. I wonder if that carries over into 
the First Family? Is there any kind of barrier between 
this family and others in the Nation? Do people hesitate 
to invite you out because you are the President and the 
First Lady? 

Mrs. Jounson. Yes, there is, I think, a barrier. I once 
said that friends weren’t as likely to invite you over at 6 
o’clock on a Sunday evening to have a hamburger in the 
backyard and yet it hasn’t been more than a week or so 
ago when two good friends of ours invited us, one for the 
first course of dinner in their apartment and the other to 
come down to theirs on the floor below and have dessert. 
You know, exactly the sort of thing we would have done 
30 years ago when we were young married people. So, 
this barrier does not extend all over and also it is tempo- 
rary. 


Mr. Situ. Mrs, Johnson, the main function of that 
office down there is to turn out decisions. Very hard deci- 
sions on unpopular things. Does the President’s making 
of decisions ever strain relations with old friends? 

Mrs. Jounson. Yes, I think that is the most eroding 
and painful thing about this job. Not necessarily just old 
friends but with different segments of the United States. 
Because there may be a bill, a program, on which not all 
the right is on one side and not all the wrong on the 
other, But there comes a time when you don’t have the 
luxury of discussion or evaluation or an attempt to change 
it any more, adjust it, you simply have to choose. And— 
and that is the hardest thing here, I think. 

Mr. Situ. One of my reporter colleagues has called 
the White House the “center of crises’ because here is 
where all the crises come. Now, we know in the press what 
happens down here during a crisis because we read about 
it and write about it in the papers and on television. But 
what happens here in the family quarters? How does it 
affect you when there is a crisis going on? 

Mrs. Jonnson. Mr. Smith, I think, for one thing, the 
children and I try to retreat and remove from the scene 
any of our own personal problems or crises, not to impede 
for one moment the work of the time. And there is, some 
time, a tension that you can almost touch. 

And you search the faces of the members of the Cabinet 
or Congressional leaders, as they come or go, looking for 
the answers. One barometer is always the presence of a 
TV van out there on Executive Avenue and that means 
that things are happening. And it is seldom good things 
and you look into the dark and there is one man sur- 
rounded by the dark and then a spotlight on him and he 
is talking into the microphone. And when they finally 
drive away you know that the crisis has abated for the 
time. 
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Mr. Smiru. All day long this house is alive with move- 
ment. What is it like after dark? A friend of mine who was 
one of your guests here said that deep into the night he 
felt the presence of ghosts of people who lived here. Do 
you have some sense of the presence of the people who 
lived here? 

Mrs. Jounson. I like it at night. I often walk around, 
just to sense it and drink it in. But no, I haven’t had any 
encounter with ghosts. However, there is sometimes a 
sense of presence. 

I remember one night in February, I think it was ’65, 
the centennial of Lincoln’s death, I was watching a very 
good TV drama alone in my bedroom and the fire was 
flickering and I looked above the mantle and my eyes 
came to light on the plaque that said, “In this room 
Abraham Lincoln slept in the years of his Presidency 
1861 to 1865.” And I got that eery chill. 

Mr. Smiru. What are your favorite places in this 
house? 


Mrs. Jounson. Oh, so many and so dear. There is the 
Green Room which is eloquent and patrician, a delightful 
room to have tea on a winter evening with the fire going 
and Benjamin Franklin, that worldly, sophisticated man, 
looking down on you. 

A room I have done a lot of work in and have a unique 
affection for, I'd first—is the Treaty Room, which I had 
at first found overpowering. It is extremely Victorian you 
know, sort of forbidding. But it is an excellent place to 
gather around that table, which was once the Cabinet 
Table, when you have eight or ten people who want to 
express their ideas and take notes. I would call it, laugh- 
ingly, my “Board of Directors Room.” That is where the 
Lyndon Johnson Library has been brought from the germ 
of an idea up toward being a reality. 

Mr. Smiru. What is your favorite-most place? 


Mrs. Jounson. In all the whole house, the Truman 
Balcony, I think. Shall we go and look at it? 


Mr. Smiru. I would love to see it. 


President Truman was criticized for building this bal- 
cony but I think it is a great hit with you, isn’t it, Mrs. 
Johnson? 

Mrs. Jounson. I bless him every day. I shall always 
have the fondest memories of this spot. This balcony has 
provided a view of the gayest and brightest White House 
affairs ever held on the South Lawn. 


Just this summer we had our country fair for under- 
privileged children. It was a huge success; with a ferris 
wheel, and clowns, and a merry-go-round and of course, 
that delicious cotton candy. They loved it all. 
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And it was from this balcony that Luci threw her bridal 
bouquet to Lynda. And as you recall, Lynda was married 
here in the White House. 

The great arrival ceremonies and the entertainment 
which follows, are our Nation’s highest honors for visiting 
heads of state. They have never lost their excitement for 
me. 

We have sometimes changed the location of the state 
dinner, usually held in the State Dining Room, to the Rose 
Garden. This one was especially beautiful, with the lights 
softly glowing under the tent, and the Singing Strings 
serenading the guests. 

But Mr. Smith, there are other reasons I love this spot 
and the prospect it looks out upon. It has been a source 
of strength and refreshment to me. Standing here, I re- 
member the important and enduring qualities of the 
White House—its serenity and expansiveness. 

I think of the men and women who have lived here 
and who have gazed upon this scene. And I know that 
future Presidents and First Ladies will find strength and 
inspiration here, as they look upon the symbols of great- 
ness of our Nation’s past. 

NoTE: As printed above, this item follows the transcript, issued by 


the White House Press Office, of an ABC special program, “The 
View From the White House.” 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press but not made public as for- 
mal White House press releases during the period covered 
by this issue. 


December 23 

Secretary of State-designate William P. Rogers met with 
the President at the White House and joined the President 
in a meeting with Ambassador Cyrus R. Vance to discuss 
the Paris peace talks. 

Secretary of Defense-designate Melvin R. Laird met 
with the President at the White House. 
December 24 

Lt. Gen. Andrew J. Goodpaster, Deputy Commander 
in Vietnam, called on the President at the White House. 
December 26 

The Secretary of Transportation-designate, Governor 


John Volpe of Massachusetts, met with the President at 
the White House. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 

TO THE SENATE 

NOTE: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Monday, October 14, 1968, no nomi- 


nations were submitted during the period 
covered by this issue. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: The President completed his consider- 
ation of acts and joint resolutions passed 
during the second session of the 90th Con- 
gress on October 25, 1968 (see 4 Weekly 
Comp. Pres. Docs., p. 1560). 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secretary 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released December 23, 1968 
Biography of Joseph W. Barr. 











Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


President Johnson was in Texas at the cutoff time of 
this issue. Releases made public in Texas but not received 


in time for inclusion in this issue will be published next 
week. 
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Medal of Honor, posthumously ‘pre- 
sented to Capt. Riley L. Pitts, USA. 1691 
Merchant Marine Act amendment... 1493 
Mine disaster at Mannington, W. Va_. 1654 
National Aeronautics and Space Ad- 
ee 1435 
Nigerian civil war, aid to victims___. 1580 
Noise in our environment_-__--__-_-- 1575 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty. _--- 1481 
SO ee 1594 
eS 1555 
PURER ORGS Win ciictcncicccnccenne 1642 
Railway labor dispute, emergency 
DOGG  TOONG ic ccncncaccenees 1718 
Renegotiation Act of 1951, extension. 1526 
St. Louis University sesquicentennial_ 1518 
Science mission to Australia__...-_- 1442 
Thomas, Norman, death of_._-._--_- 1726 
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Statements by the President—Continued 
Truman, President Harry S., tribute 
to 


Veterans Day, 1968 
Woodrow Wilson Memorial 
Wool imports 


Statements Other Than Presidential 


Nulato, Alaska, Christmas tree light- 
ing; White House Press Secretary. 1720 
Release of Americans detained in 
Cambodia, White House Press Secre- 


U.S. position on Vietnam, White 
House Press Secretary 
Stevens, Roger L 
Stewart, Michael 
Stockpiles of strategic materials 
Sullivan, Repr. Leonor K 
Supplemental appropriations --.. 1443, 1474 
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1969. 1517 
Supreme Court, withdrawal of nomina- 
tion of Justice Fortas 1438, 1475 


Swearing-In Ceremonies 
United Nations, U.S. Representative. 1444 


Tariff Commission, U.S. 
1464, 1484 
Wool content of imported fabrics, 
study 
Tarifis and trade 
International customs conventions... 1525 
1470 
Renegotiation Act of 1951, extension. 1526 
Trade Agreements Program, 1967... 1462 
1527 
Taylor, Capt. James A 1612, 1614 
Teague, Repr. Olin E 
Tempelsman, Maurice 
Terrill, John 
Thanksgiving Day, 1968 
Thomas, Norman 
Thomas More College 1422, 1629 
Thurston, Raymond L 1601 
Tombalbaye, President Francois.. 1436, 1440 
Trade. See Tariffs anc trade. 
Trade Agreements Program, 1967, an- 
nual report 
Trade Negotiations, 
Representative for 
Trails System, National 
Train, Russell E 
Treasury, Department of the, 
1519, 1581, 1582 
Treaties and other international agree- 
ments, astronaut assistance and re- 
turn agreement 
Trowbridge, Alexander B 
Truman, President Harry S 
Turkey, Thanksgiving gift. 
Turkey, U.S. Ambassador to 
Tyroler, Charles 


Deputy Special 
1477, 1484 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


United Nations 
Proclamation recognizing role of Pres- 
ident Truman in creation of. 1490, 1491 
23d General Assembly, U.S. Repre- 
sentatives 
US. participation, report 
U.S. Representative 
United Nations Day, 1968 
United States courts 
District of Columbia 
Appeals 
U.S. attorney, Idaho 
U.S. Court of Military Appeals 
US. district judges 
California 


Pennsylvania 
U.S. marshal, Wyoming 
United States Information 
Director 
Foreign Service information officer 
1580, 1581 
Board of 


Agency 


US. Military Academy, 
Visitors 1502, 1689 

U.S. savings bond program 1495 

U.S. Veterans Advisory Commission... 1622 

Upper Colorado River Commission 

Uruguay, Ambassador from 


Vance, Cyrus 

Venable, John H 

Veterans benefits, educational benefits 
extension 

Veterans Day, 1968 

Veterans organizations 


Vetoes and Memorandums of Disapproval 


Bonduki, Joseph H., relief of 
Federal Maritime Administration, 
creation of independent, pocket 
veto 
Miller, Robert L. and Mildred M., bill 
for relief of 
Public lands along the Colorado 
River 1536 
Vice President’s letter submitting re- 
port of President’s Council on Recrea- 
tion and Natural Beauty 
Vietnam conflict 
Bombing halt of North Vietnam 
Distinguished Service Medal 
Joint statements with foreign leaders, 
New Zealand, Prime Minister Hol- 
1468, 1475 
1611, 1613, 1689, 1691 
News conference remarks 1522, 
1523, 1525, 1600, 1601 


1560 


1517 


1551 


1556 
1560 


Paris peace talks 
1556, 1600, 1601, 1642, 1660 
Peace efforts____ 1446, 1556, 1600, 1601, 1642 
Presidential Unit Citations 1441, 
1462, 1465, 1500, 1503, 1505, 1593, 
1621, 1658, 1719, 1727 
U.S. position, statement by Press Sec- 


Vinson, Repr. Carl 
Vocational Education Amendments of 


Ward, Harry Leslie 

Warner, Marvin L 

Water Commission, National 

Water Pollution Control Advisory 

Water resources 
Assessment by Water Resources 
Colorado River Project Act 
National Water Commission meeting. 1623 
Wild and Scenic Rivers System 

Water Resources Council 

Watson, W. Marvin 

Weaver, George 

Weaver, Robert C 

Webb, James E 

Weber, Garry A 

Welsh, William B 

Wetzel, Sp4c. Gary G 

Wheeler, Dr. John A 

Wheeler, Pete 

Whitaker, Johnnie 

White, Robert M 

White House Fellows Association.. 1553, 1554 

White House Police 


White House Statements 


US.-Yugoslav relations 
Widnall, Repr. William B 
Wiggins, J. Russell 
Wild and Scenic Rivers System 
Wilderness Preservation System, 


Willard, William R 

Willson, Judge Joseph P 

Woman’s National Democratic Club... 1679 

Woodrow Wilson Memorial 

Wool imports 

World Bank. See International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development. 

Wray, John McDonald 

Wright, Myron A 

Wright, Dr. Stephen 

Wright Brothers Day, 1968 

Wyoming, U.S. marshal 


Yarborough, Sen. Ralph 
Young, Whitney 
Young people in Federal service 
Youth, student community and Fed- 
eral Government, report 1553, 1554 
Yugoslavia 
Ambassador Elbrick’s meeting with 
President 
Deputy Prime Minister Kiro Gligorov, 
meeting with the President 


Zablocki, Repr. Clement 
Zwick, Charles J 








